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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
A LETTER TO A-CALVINIST. 

‘Dear Sir—You profess to believe that God hath 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass; and that 
some of mankind will be endlessly wicked and mis- 
erable. Now, I wish to know how you can recon- 
cile this sentiment with the goodness of God, to- 
wards those whom he hath ordaisied to endless mis- 
ery. I will .readily admit that God ean be good to 
those whom he foreordained to eternal salvation, 
though they are polluted. with sin, and doomed to 
suffering and death. But how is God good to that 
creature, in giving him an existence, which is a 

curse to him? 

Should we suppose that there was. an evil being, 
who had power to create, how could he treat a crea- 
ture worse, than you suppose a good God will treat 
many of his creatures ? 

Perhaps you will say, the scriptures teach such a 
doctrine and you must believe it, however inconsis- 
tent it may seem to be with his goodness. 

But, dear Sir, ought you not to éndeavour to ex- 
plain the Bible, if possible, in harmony with divine 
goodness ? Do not Universalists so explain the, ip- 
tures ? Ought you pot to attend,to their exp 
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and see if they are not in harmony with the general 


tenor of scripture ? May not those texts of scripture, 
_ which you suppose prove endless misery, be limited 
to time, or gt least to a period shért of an absolute 
eternity ? 

You may plead that God will be just in casting off 
his sinful creatures, to suffer never-ending torment. 
But you admit that God foreordained that they 
should.be born in a fallen state, with a sinful nature, 
and that he could have changed their hearts, in per- 


s 


» fect consistency with their moral agency, but he will | 


not perform this all-important work for them, though 
he might do it, if he. were so pleased, and not in- 
fringe upon his justice. If God can be just and con- 
| vert a part of mankind, and give them eternal life 
_ through Jesus Christ our Lord, he would not wrong 
his justice should he convert and save them all. You 
admit that the merit or atonement of Christ is abun- 
dantly. sufficient for the whole world ; and-that.re- 
_ generation is the work of God’s spirit ; that sinners 
_ cannot withstand the all-conquering power of God, 
when he is pleased to bow their wills, and change 
_ their hearts. “ Hence the only reason why all sinners 
_ will not be made holy and happy is, Gedis not desi- 
_ Teds that they should be, unless he desires that they 
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should take the work out of his own hands, and save 
themselves... You may reply, that God does not’real- 
ly desire that all should be obedient and happy. 
How then is he good to them in giving them a sinful 
and cursed existence ? If God does not love them, 
and desire their obedience and happiness, why 
ought they to go contrary to his love and desire ! 
You may say, that God, sees best that some of his 
ercatures shouldbe wicked and miserable to all eter- 
nity, forhis-glory and the greater happiness of those 
who shall be saved. ~ Whereis the goodness and 
equity of God’s dealings, aecording to your system, 
in withholding grace and peace,.and inflieting pain 
and despair, upon % part of his rational offspring, to 
promote the happiness of the rest ? How ‘would such 
conduct among men ‘be considered? Should ‘an 
earthly father convey all his young children into a 
wilderness among beasts of prey, and take a part of 
them and Jead thefm or convey them back to a place 
of safety, and leave the rest’ to wander, and suffer, 
and perish, would his conduct be justified as good ? 
When you can make it appear that God is good to 
thése whom he ofdains or leaves to sin and misery 
eternal, then I will think your theory more consis- 
tent with reason and'scripture than I now do. 

SEEK TRUTH. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


THE NEW BIRTH. 

All who admit the doctrine of Christianity, or give 
credence to the truth efmevetatiox, acknowledgé 
}the necesssity of the new birth, or of regeneration. 
For, to subscribe tothe doctrine of the scriptures, is 
td assent to the facts which they contain. That the 
volume of divine inspiration teaches the necessity of 
a new birth,. need not here be laboured, as all, who 
are atall familiar with its pages are already sufficierit- 
ly certified of the fact. It shall be my intention 
‘therefore to ascertain what is te be understood by 
being born again. The founder of Christianity ad- 


sought a conference with him, when the sable cur- 
tain of evening was spread over a slumbering world, 
and when his pharisaical brethren had exchanged, 
their phylacteries of distinction and honor, for the 
silent sweets of repose, in the following emphatick 
language : Verily, verily, Tsay unto thee, except_a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingilom of God! 
But what did the Redeemer intend in this unexpect- 
ed-and ready reply ? When the astonished Pharisee 
had lavished his ingenuity in framing his subtle and 
crafty queriés, the divine Instructor of the world 
coridescends to explain-the nature of the birth to 
which he had before alluded. Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, excepta man be born 
of water, and of the ‘spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. He then enjoins the inquiring 
Ruler, to cease to be surprised at the truths which 





dressed a ruler of the Jews, who, to avoid suspicion, | &@ im due time. Of this there canbe no doubt, 


I said unto thee, ye must be born again! Here’ then 


Lwe are. informed i in what the new birth consists, and — 


furnished with the information sought. Being born 
again, we are certified by the light of the world, is 
to be born of water and of the spirit. Now as this can 
have no allusion to a natural birth or generation, it 
must of course’ be a birth of the mind, or a spiritual — 
generation, requisite to the enjoyment of eternal life. 

To be'born of water, and of the spirit, is being 

brought from a state of alienation and darkness, into 
the glorious light and liberty of the children of God. 

‘Permit me to inquire, what language could have 
been used by the Saviour, better calculated to illus- 
trate the fact, and urge the necessity of regeneration, 
or a new birth, than that, with which he addressed 
the Jewisa-Docror, “ Ye must be born again *” As 
a man by generation and literal birth, comes into the 

possession of natuaal life and light, so by a spiritual 
generation, or birth, he enters into the kingdom ‘of 
God. Except a man be born of water andof the spirit. 
Here the cleansing and enlivening»power of the gos- 
pel, or divine truth,is @xhibited. Water is here us- 
ed as a symbol, by which is represented the purify- 
ing influence and efficacy of grace, in removing the 
stain of sin and corruption from the soul and washing 
or cleansing it from moral pollution. Spirit is denos 
tive of the quickening energy and’saving power of 
the Holy Ghost, Hence th€ argument of the apose 
tle Paul—It is not by ‘works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to .hig mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. Born of water, and of the sp'rit, and _ 
being born of God, signify the same thing, viz. neal: 
vation from moral impurity and death, and a transla- 
tion from, mental darkness, into+the illumined king- 
dom of God’s dear Son. It implies a birth of the 
mind or understanding ; a being brought to a knowl- 
edge of truth, and to embrace the divine Redeemer, 
by the exercisé of a true and living faith, as the Son 
of God, who gave himself a ransom for-all to be testifi- 

John 
saith, “ whosoever believeth that Jesus isthe Christ 
(Saviour) is born of God. For whatsoever is born of 
God ‘overcometh the world ;~and this isthe victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” The on- 
ly rational inference which can be adduced from 
these passages is, that the new birth is significant of 
newness of life, and néwhess of spirit, produced by 
the powerful, influence ‘ef divine truth upon the 
heart, as nianifested in a crucified and risen Saviour ! 
To be born again, then, is to be made acquainted 
with the caaRacter, wit, and MIND, of the Father 
of spirits ; and this knowledge, or acquaintance, is 
effected through the instrumentality of the Holy 
Ghwst. '® Howbeit when he,. the spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into alftruth.” Now,‘it will 
not be contended by any, that the creature had any 
agency in producing itself ; for this would deny God 





he had unfoldéd to his mind, saying, marvel not that 
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the appellation of Creator. ‘So witlf respect to a 
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new birth, or cing dnade anew creature. ) urge 

the agency of man in procuring his.salyation, or what 
is the same, a new birth, is in effect an abdication of 
Christ as his Saryaror ! J. H. B. 


REPLY TO “ POLEMIKOS.” 

‘We are happy again to welcome, our, early corres- 
pondent to the columns of the Tsrescore, and sin- 
cerely congratulate him ‘on the pleasing improve- 
ment which has taken place in his sentiments, w rith- 
out impairing in the least, the elegance and purity of 
his style. 

There are several particulars in the communica- 
tion of Potemixos which are worthy of attention,-and 
which we shall notice in their order. Passing over 
his preamble, which contains what is equivalent to a 
well-timed caution to his readers against suspecting 
the soundness of his cause, even should it fail for 
want of evidence for its support ; we come {0 ‘his 
third paragraph, which contains an allusion to what | 
he had advanced in a former communication. . By 


comparing what he has here said, with what he ad- 


vanced in the first number of this paper, (page 2,) 
we find that he has abandoned the position which he 
there laboured to maintain ; namely, “that it is fear 
alone which prevents men from committing crimes :” 
He now tells us that “fear” (not fear alone) “ pre- 
vents the commission of crimes ;” and says, ‘it be- 
-comes me in candour to confess, in my ‘estimation, 
gratitude and love have a strong connexion with 
moral virtue } that the goodness of God may lead to 
repentance, that the love of the Deity. to his crea- 
thres, should be the first cause of their devotion.” — 
We perfectly agree with Potemrxos in his latter 
conclusions ; that fear often. prevents the commis- 
sion of crimes ; and this, we never denied : we only 
contended that feanwas not the only motive which 
prevented crime, and gave birth to moral virtue. 


_. And since our correspondent has adopted our senti- 


ments in this particular, we*should, truly, be unrea- 
sonable, ungenerous, and uncandid to ‘indulge a 
whisper of complaint. 

Our friend commences his next paragraph in lan- 
guage which might leave an impression with the rea- 
der that he had advocated the same sentiment re- 
specting the influence of fear, in the /aiter, as he had 
done in the former communication : but this mistake 
has already beén corrected by a comparison of the 
two statements. What he has said, therefore, of the 
inconclusiveness of our objections, need give rise to 
no unpleasant sensation, since these objections, or 
some other cause, have induced an abandonment of 
the theorem which Polemikos first laid down, “ that 


| fear alone prevented the commission of crimes.”’— 


And sirice our friend has happily eseaped from the 
dilemma in which he was invelved, by a denial of the 
correctness-of hjs first position, we esteem it an inju- 
dicious waste of time'to contend with him about the 
means by which the welcome deliverance has been 
wrought. It is enough for our gratification that a 
sentimental reform has been effected. 

In the fifth paragraph he mentions a fact which is 
gencfally understood, that, a large majority of those 
who profess the christian religion believe in a future 
punishment, This, we readily admit ; but it by no 
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L3 you as unto children, My son, despise not the chast- 





reth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless, 





means proves the correctness: of the pe area 
Long before, and after the development of the Co-" 
pernican. system, almost all the astronomers main- 
tained that the earth was stationgd ‘in the centre of 
the system, and that the sun, moon, and plancts re- 
volved round. the earth in their orbits in the given 
period of about twenty-four hours. But this theory 
has been found incorreet, notwithstanding it resulted’ 
in many valuable discov eries, and had a world of ad- 
mirers. /The same is true with respect to the doc- 
trine of transuibstantiation, which, for many centuries, 
was universally believed, notwithstanding its mani- 
fest inconsistency. In our reply.to Polemikos’ first 
communication,. we laboured this subject more at 
large, and to w hich we beg leave jo refer the reader. 
It may be w ell to notice, as we pass along, the. de- 
sign of punishment, as‘explained by St:-Paul.” “ Ye 
have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh. unto 


ening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons« ‘for what son is he whom the father chasteneth 
not ? Butif ye be without chastisement, whereof all | 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons — 
Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence ¢ shall we 
not much rather be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits, and live ? For they verily for a few days chas- 
ened wus after their.own pleasure ; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers “of his holi- 
ness. Now no chastening for the present seem- 


afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 
Heb. xii. 5—11. In this quotation, the apostle has‘so 
clearly stated the design of punishment to: be the 
emendation of the transgtessor, that no comment 
could render it plainer. Now in ca8e we had any 
evidence that sin would be the employment of a fu- 
ture state, we could with propriety plead the neces- 
sity of positive suffering there, since such suffering 
would be necessary for the reformation of the sub- 
ject : but as this cannot’be proved, the admission of 
any positive infliction in that state of being would 
be a measure of retaliation, and entirely subversive 
of the design of punishment as explained by the 
apostle.. We here beg leaye to ask Polemikos, 
whether the daring assassin, who believes in future 
punishment, expects to becorhe the subject of that 
punishment in his own person : or whether he-does 
not, while plunging the fatal dagger to the heart of 
his defenceless victim, flatter himself, not only with 
the hopes of‘escaping detection, but with an oppor- 
tunity. of employing the.means which _ orthodoxy 
holds out of settling the whole account with his Mak- 
er before he : departs this life ? And whether our cor- 
respondent has not found a SALVO in the condition 
of repentance, to quiet the alarms of this bold invader 
of human life and human happiness, any time before 
he takes his‘leave of this world ? But the doctrine 
which we maintain affords no prospect of ‘sinning 
with impunity’; that all the consequences of sin, re- 
vealed i in the scriptures, will be salem to the ut- 
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most ; that a life of si sin is sa life of wretchedness ; ; that 
‘* their judgment now of a long time lingereth not, 
and their damnation slumbereth not :” that besides 
these fearful woes, immediately -connected with a 
course Of iniquity, the quantum of enjoyment, during 
the intermediate state, between the dissolution of 
the body and the resurrection, will be in proportion 
to the moral condition of the subject when he leaves 
this world. No unnecessary and groundless fears are 
held out by this theory, nor any condition by which 
the sinner can anticipate an escape from the just de- 
merit of his vices. And at the same time it holds 
out all the inducements which could be effectual 
with a rational mind to a course of moral virtue. 

In his sixth paragraph, our correspondent has fal- 
len into a small mistake; which it is expedient to rec- 
tify. His language would induce the .redder to sup- 
pose that we had laboured to prove that all the cruel 
persecutions of former days were the results of a Le- 
lief in futuse punishment : whereas, we distinctly re- 
ferred these cruelties to the unhallowed. policy of 
ambitious and unfeeling monsters ; and stated what 
we will again repeat, that the belief of future endless 
torment has characterized the profession of all who 
have been engaged in such abominable cfuelties.— 
Although the belief of endless misery might not 
have been the moving cause of these abominable 
persecutions, yet wicked and ambitious Princes have 
found in this doctrine a full justification of their de- 
moniacal cruelties, by pretending to imitate what 
they have denominated the vindictive Justice of the 
King of kings ! 

(To BE CONTINUED. ) 
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NANTUCKET. 

We rejoice to hear that the progress of truth has 
been such on the Island of Nantucket, that a com- 
mittee has been recently appointed"to receive pro- 
posals, and to collect materials for the erection of a 
HOUSE of PUBLICK WORSHIP for the use and 
convenience of those who rejoice in the faith ofun- 
bounded mercy, and Who patiently wait for the ful- 
filment of the promise, “in thy SEED shall all the 
kindreds of the earth be blessed.” May HE who 
laid the sure foundation in Zion, prosper their lauda- 


ble undertaking, and crown their praiseivorthy ef- 
forts with abundant success. 


The following lines were suggested to the mind of 
the writer, by the perusal of a communication 
from the ** Northern Spectator,” apaper published 
in Poultney, Vt. in which that writer, who sub- 
scribes himself “ORTHODOX,” heaps the most 
opprobrious epithets upon the Legislature of Ver- 
mont, for appointing an Universalist to preach the 
next Election Sermon; and with the most un- 
blushing scurrility, proscribes a numerous and fe- 
spectable denomination of Christians: 

A MONSTER. 

I’ve seen of late, a monster in distress, 

Of hideous mien, yet by a few caress’d ; 

With visage thin, and pale distorted face, 

Devoid of modesty, as well as grace. ~ 


He rose in northern regions from afar, 


» And poison’d arrows deck’d his shameless car # 
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He soar’d remorseless on the wing of shame, 
And ventur’d all his venom to proclaim. 


First at the Legislature, aims’ blow, 


. And writhes in all the agony “of woe! ,. 
_ Then bursts in ebullitions of despair, * 


And vents his spite in wild and frantic air! . 


Next turns his mad’ning arms with hellish rage 
Against a class who search the gacred page ; 

And with envenom’d breath and furious flame, 
Like groaning Zina, belches forth his shame ! 


His wild-discordant notes have met the ear— 
His graceless ravings, and his ntad career 
Portend his fall, beneath those milder hws, 
Which toll the knell of Orthodoxian’s cause. 


The foaming fury of misguided zeal 
Will rage in vain against the publick weal ; 
While men of prudent wisdom bear the sway, 


And equal justice, marks their shining way. 
! D. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


‘© What in me is dark, illumine.”’ 
Long toss’d upon a sea of doubt, 
My tei barque almost worn out, 
Now anchors in a Stream : 
A stream where living waters flow, 
No longer driven, to and fro 
By ev’ry passing wave. 
Long has she stem’d opinion’s tide, 
Where billows foam’d with alt their pride, 
And threaten’d to destroy. 
The seamen’s boasted strength was vain, 
For darkness thicken’d o’er the main, 
* With scarce a gleam of light. 
Sometimes appear’d a glimm’ring ray, 
Which only farther led astray, ' 
3 My little shatter’d barque. 
At-length arose the orb of day, : 
And ev’ry cloud was chas’d away, 
By his neteigent light. 
Safe moor’d at last—the tempest o’er, 
She rests on Hope’s fast-anchor’d’shore, 
On Jesus’ dying love. 
ELIZA. * 
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RELIGION. 

The following sentiments of an able divine de- 
serve attention. 

‘Jt is an error to believe that devotion nourishes a 
spirit of severity, in judging of the manners and 
character of otheys.. Under this reproach, indeed, 
it has so long suffered in the world, that, with too 


“many, the dppellation of devout, suggests no other 


character, but that of a sour, recluse bigot, who de- 
lights in censure.—But the reproach is unjust ; for 
such a spirit is entirely opposite to the nature of true 
devotion. The very first traces it imprints on the 
mind are candour and humility. Its principles are 
liberal. Its genius is unassuming and mild.—Severe 
only to itself, it makes every allowance to others 





which humanity can suggest. It claims no privilege 
of looking into their hearts, ‘or of deciding with re- 
spect to their eternal state. If your supposed devo- 
tion produce contrary effects ; if it infuse tarshness 
into your sentiments, and acrimony into your speech, 
you may conclude, tHat under a serious appearance, 
carnal passions lurk. And if ever it shall so far lift 
you up with self-conceit, as to make you establish 
your own opinions as an infallible standard for the 
whole Christian world, and lead you to consign to 
perdition, all. who differ from you, either in some 
doctrinal tenets, or if the mode of expressing them ; 
you may rest_assured that, to much pride, yoy/have 
joined much ignorance of both the nature of deyo-. 
tion, and of the gospel of Christ. 


From tke Hartford, Con.) Re&gious Inquirer. 


Mr. Editor,—Having lately received a letter from 
a Baptist friend, relative to the séntiments and prac- 
tices of Universalists, it is my wish to set him right | 
in some particulars, and by your leave, I shall do it 
publicly. _ I the rather prefer this method, because 
I am satisfied that he would not willingly misrepre- 
sent our sentiments, particularly to me’; alid as many 
are probably dess informed on the subject, it is an ev- 
ident duty to disabuse them, by displaying our real 
sentiments, and attempting a justification. If such’ 
be your opinion, I will in this number, commence 
the publication of FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A 
BAPTIST. 

LETTER I. 





My dear Friend,—t have carefully and repeatedly | 
read your épistle relative to the sentiments and prac- 
tices of Universalists, A portion of your remarks | 
are superfluous, because they are predicated on the 
supposed influence of sentiments which we do not 
profess. Some others are directed against a course 
of conduct. to which we plead not guilty. _ 1 shall 


first endeavor to rebut the allegations which are 


made without the support of. facts, and afterwards 
acknowledge the.correctness of the remaining char- 
ges, and plead the truth in justification. I grant, in- 
deed, that I have written, for years, in defence of 
the doctrine which it is my happiness to bélieve, 
but I do not recollect an instance in which I have 
used ridicule, for I am not persuaded that it is-always 
the test of truth. . lam not guilty of using means to 
prevent the distribution of the Scriptures; but. I 
have thought, and I do still think, that the American 
Bible Society is improperly conducted, and‘I consid- , 


“er-it an engine by which much evil may be entailed. 


on our country. History furnishes the most dread- 
| ful lessons, relative to the abuse of influence, when | 
possessed bya privileged clergy ; and these lessons | 
are written in blood. It may be well to add, that | | 
the fundamental principles of the standing orthodoxy | 
of the day, are the same as those professed by the 
clergy to which we have already ailuded above. 

We are charged by you with refusing to others, | 
that food for the mind by which they might profit. 
So fat’ is this from the fact, that it is the very reverse. 
‘A single instance may suffice. Our pulpits are free 
for other denominations—Our publications for their | 
correspondence. As to the renovating influence of 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, we believe in 





out these reports ? 


from christianity, 


it as fully as you p> We are firmly persuaded: that’ 
this Spirit frees the mind from the bondage of super- 
stition, and translates us from the kingdom of dark- 
ness to the kingdom of light, and peace, and joy. 
You judge thaf those. who arrogantly disbelieve that 
which they cannot comprehend, are blind: leaders of 
the blind. _My impression is, that he who would 
palm on another a tenet allowed to be incomprehen- 
sible, is indeed a blind leader., The scriptures no 
where inculcate the importance of a blind assent: to 
any proposition, without the aid of the understand- 
ing. Their Janguage | is, come,and let'us reason to-. 
gether. Depend upon it, the moment a system re- 
quires the prostration of the rational faculties, it is 
divorced from the volume of inspiration. Mystery, 
unhallowed mystery, is the first title ‘of the mother 
of abominations, and has crimsoned’ whole: nations 
with the blood of the human race. ; 
You suggest that we are much in fault, in our op- 
position to Missionary and Tract Societies. If you 
would convince us of this, use the weapon of the 
scholar—the pen - but do not abuse both it and us. 
Convince us that the missionaries know what the gos- 
pel is, before we are called upon to send them to 
christianize others. Persuade ‘us, that they are clo- 
thed in the garments of salvation, and that they are 
shod-with the preparation of.the gospel of peace.— 
Assure us by logical deduction, that those who are 
unfit to teach a country school, will be able to bring 
the wilderness of the heathen mind to the enjoy- 
ment of the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ. “Show us by sound argument, that the doé- 


|trines which have laid the fairest portions of the 


earth in ruins, and under whgse auspices, brethren 
have been nursed up. to be mutual butchers, will 
bless the savages of the forests with a different and a 
better fruit. Then, and not sooner, can we gather 
with you in the missionary harvest. 

But what effects have the doctrines ocmminanly be- 
lieved accomplished, within our own knowledge ’ 
Let the reports of Societies answer. A description 
of the profligacy of the citizens of Boston and New- 
York will afford a fair, but a dreadful answer, if true ; 
if not true, what shall we say of the people who send 
The profligacy of these places 
might furnish a sample of the lax mannets of the Hin- 
doos, but not‘a contrast to them. 


Tracts, being scattered on the same principle 
which disperses Missionaries, are hable to the same 
objections. Many are ufterly false, and known to be 
so by those who aid in their publication and distribu- 
tion. . Of this I can give you ample proof when you 
wishit. Is, or is not, this’a sufficient objection? , 

My opinion of what are called revivals, or refor- 
mations, has not yet been changed. . I consider them 
'generally, as the fruit of an excitement, as foreign 
as Was that which led to the cru- 
sades.—-Meéans are used, and. combinations formed,- 
partaking more ofthe mercantile spirit of the times, 
than of the simplicity 6f the gospel. When vofesare 
taken in publick assemblies, and a system of rules 
laid down for accomplishing these purposes, as they 
hawe been, even by those of your denomination, it 
looks more like the bungling workmanship, of man, 
than the operation of that wisdom which i§ without 
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‘partiality; ‘The whispering and the’ anxious meet- 
ings, particularly for females, and those in unseason- 
able hours—the means used to sever*husbands and 
parents from the affection, and obedience: due from 
wives and children—are somie of the unhallowed 
fruits of a.system, which we are called on to support, 
under the pains and penalties of contempt in this 
world, and endless misery in the next.~ Call on me 
to support.these charges, and [am ready. One cir- 
cumstance frequently connected with the publicity 
-of revivals, isaverthy attention, They, oftén appear 
first in papers remote from the scene of the reforma- 
tion. From what motive this proceeds, I do not pre- 
tend to say ; but I do say, that- these accounts are 
frequently inflated so far beyond the truth, that peo- 
ple in the vicinity have obtained their first knowl- 
edge of the circumstance from publications issued 
two" hundred miles off. A& the immediate cause of 
such excitements sometimes leaves them, the animal 
passions most generally return to a point below the 
ordinary level, in which situation we learn, that the 
Lord has Jeft the place. 

Your Friend, 


= <= 


MENTOR. 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA REFORMER. 


MISSIONARIES AT THE CHOCTAW NATION. 
The following communication is from a Choctaw 
“Boy, who appears to be well informed respecting 
the proceedifigs of the Missionaries among his na- 

tion: . 

Mr. Eviror—Seeing a statement in one’ of your 
numbers, not long since, with respect to Mr. Evarts’ 
salary of 2000 dollars a year, I confess thatI was 
truly astonished, when I remember that but a few 
months ago, the sarne gentleman passed through the 
Choctaw Nation, and found great fault with his 
friends for giving a young native 250 dollars a year, 
who served them as an interpreter. ‘This sum was 
-all he got to support himself and family ; and will 
Mr. Evarts grasp the sum of 2000 dollars, after mak- 
ing such ado about 250 ? But it is monéy makes the 
mare go—and if appearances are any. thing, money 
is their object. “The statement of a few facts will 
prove this t6 every candid mind,—and those facts I 
will give. | ee S ee 

When your yankee niissionaries firgt-came to our 
' nation, they told™us that they loved red*people’s 
souls, and all they wanted was just permission, and 
they would clothe, feed, and school our children for 
nothing !' Well, we thought this a good thin?’, and 
that the Spirit had moved the hearts of our fathers, 
the white people, to come and “do us poor. starved 
and naked savages good—but we soon found to our 
sorrow that it was our’property and money they lov- 
ed, and not the souls of red men, as their condact 
will prove. ae ‘i 

As soon. as they got themselves established, the 
first object of importance was, they had an eye to 
our cattle. They raised a few native-friends by 
some, means, and sent them out in the nation beg- 
ving stock, and before the natives khew what they 
were about, they had a stock of* at least 100 cows 
and calves ! This they-appeared to be well pleased 
with, and now they.were going to do great things— 





and great things they did !—Well, when we sold 


our land, our father, .the- President, promised, | we are told that grace and the gospel-is frec, and 


(among other good things) to give us so many thou- | we cannot tell how a mah car stand up and tell us 


sand dollars a year for so many years—they soon — 


their eye upon our money ; and by their craft, they 
made more friends to their cause, who blinded our 
chiefs, and got them to sign articles of an agreement 
in. which they bound themselves to give. Mr. King’s 
bury and his party 5000 dollars annually-for 17 
years! !!* which they have received for several 
years, But this is not.all—our boys are kept hard 
at work at farming, by which méans, and the help of 
the stock, their mammoth establishments are well 
nigh supported ; and what: becomes of our $5000 ? 


They occasionally keep afew hired men—a good 
part of their wages is paid out of domestic, and other] « 


goods that are-sent' on, it is said, to clothe our child- 
ren; astrict account is kept, and government has 
hithegto paid a large portion of alt their expense ; 
and they will not deny, in this country, that their 
charges (forthe support of the children, we -pre- 
sume,) have been enormous—so where goes. our 
5000 dollars?’ We are told that many benévolent 
families in the north are employed in sending clothes 
for our children in the schools ; these come as dona- 
tions, but they are sold here at a high price, and the 
money pocketed, We thank our kind friends in 
the north, but their charity costs us dedr at- last. 
Many of our children that are furnished with clothes 
while at the schools, on going to see their parents 
are stripped of their clothes and sent home naked! ! 
But you are ready to inquire, What good are they 
doing ? ‘Well, Iam as ready to reply, It is very 
little. They have been several years (as the pub- 
lic very well know,) making a great noise about 
their work in our nation ; they have had our smar- 
test yourlg men, and they have not given us one that 
is capable of doing business in our councils. We 
wish our children educated, but*if there is not some 
better plan, it never will be ; we have deprived our- 
selves of our annuity, and we have left ourselves des- 
titute of means; our nation is poor, and poor we 

shall be at this rate. 

By reading the Reformer, I have almost been led 
to conclude that you was opposed’ to civilization, 
and to. the gospel’s being preached to poor Indians, 
(and this is the construction that some put upon it) 
but at other times I think that it is your desire that 
all may receive the gospel, and its pure spiritual in- 
fluence. I should like to see you clear up this point, 
and convince the people that it is not the gospel 
you oppose, but the practice which is too prevatent 
in the world of making merchandise of the gospel. 

If you think fit you are at liberty to publish this, 
with a full assutance that every point can be well 
authenticated—and half is not yet told. 

Permit.me to give you, in a few words, a small 
view of the situation of our nation ; we have upwards 
of 20,000 inhabitants—we are very poor—our famil- 
ies suffer very much from cold, hunger, aiid.naked- 
ness—we are human beings—we have got souls as 
well as white men, and we are dependent on our fa- 
thers, the white people, to send us the gospel—and 

* The sum was 5000 dollars for one year, and 6000 


dollars a year for 16 years; making in the whole 
101,000 dollars. —Zd. 





that it is free, and yet demand.such great sums of 
money for it : this has'made some of us believe that 
the gospel is a yankee trick, in order to make mon- 
ey of us ; but some of us can read the Bible a little, 
and find that it is good, and its precepts are profita- 
ble to men; and that it is a trick of designing men 
to-make wealth by the gospel. “iB. 
N. B.—You are at liberty to make what corrections 
you.please. °£ know the -langaage is imperfect ; 
though the statements ate true—and- you will par- 
don a Choctaw boy. S. S. 
ORIGINAE ANECDOTE. 
A venerable old gentleman, on whose locks more 
than 80 winters had shed their snows, being asked 
what were his religious sentiments, now that he was 
approaching the world of spirits, replied—*1 was at 
first a Baptist; then a kind of New Light ¥ after- 
wards a Congregationalist ; now my only creed is, 
God e merciful to me a sinner.” —TELEGRAPH. 


OP It is expected that the Rev. Mr. Fuller will 
preach at Chepachet meeting-house, on Sunday the 
| 30th instant. Pats 

MARRIED; 

In this town, on Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Gano, Mr. James B. Yerrington, to Miss Phebe M. 
Boyd. 

In Pawtucket, on ‘Sunday evening last, by Rev. 
Mr. Benedict, Mr. William T. Williams, to Miss Ra- 
chel young, both of that place. ~~~ » 

In Lexington, Ken. on New-Year’s evening, Mr. 
Wm. M. Brand, to Miss Henrietta Williman Holley, 
only daughter of President Holley, of Transylvania 
University. , 











DIED, ' 
In this town, on Monday last, Mrs. Sarah Durfey, 
»relict of the late Capt. Ezekiel Durfey, in the 76th 
year of her age. ; 

On Wednesday morning, David J. C: son of Mr. Da- 
vid Barton, aged 10 years and 10 months. Funeral 
to-morrow afternoon, immediately after divine ser- 
vice, from his father’s residence, No. 34, Market-st. 
5 ECAR A SL tN IS RE 





MR. KNEELAND AND MR. M’CALLA. 
Complete sets of the Public Discussion, between 
Rev. Mr. M’Calla, a Congregationalist, and Rey. Mr. 
Kneeland, an Universalist, on the question, “Is the 
unishment of the wicked absolutely eternal ? or is 
it only a temporal punishment in this world, for their 
good, and to be succeeded by eternal happiness af- 
te? death ?”—may be had by applying to Samuel W. 
he No. 1104, WestminsteStreet, Price 


- ORBWAMENPA Io 
: PLAIN, AND © | 
FANCY JOB PRINTING, 

Ff Neatly executed at this Office, at short notices 


(CP All communications for the Tsxzscorr must be 
addressed to the Editor, and post paid, 
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